Arson Awareness Week May 2-8, 2010
Community Arson Prevention

The United States Fire Administration (USFA) announces this year’s Arson Awareness Week theme – Community Arson Prevention. The USFA will partner with the International Association of Arson Investigators, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), USAonWatch, National Association of State Fire Marshals, National Volunteer Fire Council, and the Insurance Committee for Arson Control.

The goal for this year’s Arson Awareness Week, which takes place May 2 – 8, 2010, is to focus attention on the horrific crime of arson and provide communities with tools and strategies to combat arson in their neighborhoods, businesses, schools, and places of worship.

According to the USFA's National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS) data and the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), an estimated average of 316,600 intentional fires are reported to fire departments in the United States each year causing injuries to 7,825 firefighters and civilians. In 2006, ten firefighters died as a result of arson. In addition to needless injury and death, an estimated $1.1 billion in direct property loss occurs annually.

Arson robs communities of its valuable assets – lives and property. Arson destroys more than buildings: it can devastate a community resulting in the decline of the neighborhood through increased insurance premiums, loss of business revenue, and a decrease in property values.

Communities can develop a Watch Program, partnering with their local fire department, law enforcement, insurance providers, business leaders, churches, and local community groups. Neighborhoods can reduce the likelihood of arson occurring by promoting neighborhood watches and educate people about recognizing and reporting unusual activities along with implementing improved internal and external security for homes and businesses.

A child under the age of five is twice as likely to die in a residential fire than the rest of the population.

The campaign's slogan: “Prepare. Practice. Prevent the Unthinkable.” urges parents and caregivers to prepare by installing and maintaining working smoke alarms; safely storing lighters and matches out of children's reach and sight; and practicing a fire escape plan with small children, which should include helping toddlers understand how to quickly respond in case of fire, and planning how adults can escape with babies.

Campaign Materials

Below you will find links to download or order free copies of campaign materials for A Fire Safety Campaign for Babies and Toddlers. Use these materials for learning and teaching how to protect young children from residential fires.
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The Install. Inspect. Protect. Campaign is part of the U.S. Fire Administration’s effort to reduce fire deaths and injuries across the nation by urging residents to install smoke alarms in their homes and inspect and maintain them on a regular basis. Working smoke alarms and sprinklers save lives. 

A working smoke alarm can help you and your family escape a deadly home fire. It can also help save the lives of firefighters who would otherwise have to risk their lives by searching a burning home for residents. A working smoke alarm continuously scans the air for smoke, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. It never sleeps.

The USFA is encouraging you to practice fire safety and do your part to get out, before firefighters have to come in.

Campaign Materials

Below you will find links to view and download free, copyright-free copies of campaign materials for USFA’s Install. Inspect. Protect. Campaign. Fire service personnel, homeowner’s associations, community and senior centers, and other community organizations are also encouraged to order the free campaign toolkit disc from the USFA Publications Center or by calling (800) 561-3356. 
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· Media Outreach Materials

· Sample News Release (PDF 18 Kb, DOC 42 Kb)
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· Web-quality Educational Video
· Public Service Announcements (see right)

· Campaign Feedback Form (PDF, 471 Kb) 

At age 50 you’ve worked for years to enjoy the freedom and experiences life has to offer. At age 65 you’ve become a mover and shaker—meeting new people, traveling, spending time with the grandchildren and learning new hobbies. Don’t let your years of memories and your life today go up in flames.

As you age, your risk of death from fire increases significantly. Practice safe smoking, safe cooking, and safe heating in your home. With a little fire safety know-how and this web site, you can help save lives from unintentional fire death, including your own.

Campaign Materials

Below you will find links to view and download free copies of campaign materials for A Fire Safety Campaign for People 50-Plus. Please use these materials for learning and teaching fire prevention and safety practices for people 50-plus.
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Every year, almost 1,000 smokers and non-smokers are killed in home fires caused by cigarettes and other smoking materials. The U.S. Fire Administration is working to help prevent home fire deaths and injuries caused by smoking materials. Fires caused by cigarettes and other smoking materials are preventable.

You can make a difference!
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Media Outreach Materials - Spanish 
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Public Service Announcements (PSAs)

Video, Audio, and Print PSAs

· Install. Inspect. Protect. (Smoke Alarms Save Lives)
· Smoking and Home Fires
· Cooking Fire Safety
· Fire Safety for Babies and Toddlers
Radio on Fire Audio PSAs
Radio on Fire is a series of radio PSA scripts that stations can record and air anytime as a service to their listeners.

The series addresses the top five fire-safety topics most frequently identified with home fire deaths:

· smoke alarms 

· escape plans 

· child fire safety 

· older adult fire safety (cooking and heating) 

· careless smoking 

In addition to providing live-read scripts for radio personnel to air during their programs, the USFA includes a version intended for recording by a member of the local fire service. USFA encourages stations to invite local a fire service leader to make these recordings for the station's use.
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Download
· 
Download PSA Scripts
 (PDF, 258 Kb) 

The PSAs below were recorded by USFA and may be used by those stations not seeking to customize the Radio on Fire script.

	PSA
	Listen
	Script

	Children and Fire Safety - Generic
	
(:30 MP3)
 
	
Script


	Children and Fire Safety - USFA
	
(:30 MP3)
 
	
Script


	Escape Planning - Generic
	
(:30 MP3)
 
	
Script


	Escape Planning - USFA
	
(:30 MP3)
 
	
Script


	Older Adult Fire Safety (Cooking) - Generic
	
(:30 MP3)
 
	
Script


	Older Adult Fire Safety (Cooking) - USFA
	
(:30 MP3)
 
	
Script


	Older Adult Fire Safety (Heating) - Generic
	
(:30 MP3)
 
	
Script


	Older Adult Fire Safety (Heating) - USFA
	
(:30 MP3)
 
	
Script


	Careless Smoking Fire Safety - USFA
	
(:30 MP3)
 
	
Script


	Smoke Alarms - Generic
	
(:30 MP3)
 
	
Script


	Smoke Alarms - USFA
	
(:30 MP3)
 
	
Script



Questions? Call (202) 842-3600 and ask for a Quick Response team member, or e-mail your question to quickresponse@hagersharp.com.

Other Audio PSAs
Public service announcements in MP3 format that cover a variety of fire safety topics, such as smoke alarms, chimney maintenance, and escape planning. Messages target groups with special needs, including older adults and people with disabilities, as well as the general population. 
MP3 Player Help »
	PSA
	Listen
	Script

	2009 Arson Awareness Week
	
(1:00 MP3)
 
	
Script
 

	Worried Daughter
	
(:30 MP3)
 
	
Script
 

	Because We Love You, Dad
	
(:30 MP3)
 
	
Script
 

	Don't Be Scared, Be Prepared
	
(:30 MP3)
 
	
Script
 

	Chimney Trivia
	
(:30 MP3)
 
	
Script
 

	Generations
	
(:30 MP3)
 
	
Script
 

	The Race for Fire Safety
	
(:30 MP3)
 
	
Script
 

	Soccer Moms
	
(:30 MP3)
 
	
Script
 

	Sound Fire Maintenance 
	
(:30 MP3)
 
	
Script
 

	Your Mom's Awesome
	
(:30 MP3)
 
	
Script
 




Links of Interest
· Public Service Announcement (British Government): Don't Drown in Toxic Smoke
[image: image183.png]


[image: image184][image: image185]
