


Midwest City, OK made national news in the spring of 2009 because wild land fire destroyed numerous homes 
and property. Not one firefighter was walking the fire line. Because of the speed in which the fire was advancing 
due to high winds, walking the fire line was ineffective. Riding while pump and rolling is happening out of 
necessity.  I asked a ranking individual in the Forest Service, stationed in the grasslands, how he fights a fine 
fuel fire under high wind conditions. With a very serious facial expression he stated, off the record, we call in 
the volunteer firefighters that ride their trucks while pump and rolling and that it is the only method we have 
found that has a chance in putting out the fire.

The NFPA needs to address these issues and produce a set of provisions for fire apparatus manufacturers that build 
trucks designed to ride while pump and rolling. I see resentment against the NFPA from rural Midwest fire departments 
because they will not address the issue. These firefighters feel NFPA recommendations are being used as a marketing 
tool. I will be attending the NFPA conference July 21-22 in Baltimore, Maryland to shed light on these issues and 
encourage the board to consider a set of provisions for riding pump and roll apparatus. While talking to a high ranking 
officer of Los Angeles County, who chairs the NFPA board, he stated that he has never heard or seen the need for riding 
a truck while pump and rolling. Surprisingly, I have heard this statement numerous times from NFPA board members.
 
I am just one voice and I would appreciate your help in order to make a difference in the safety of all firefighters in the 
fine fuel (grasslands) areas.

If you have any stories or concerns that you feel should be shared in this effort or you would like more information 
on the location of the conference please contact me at blanchat@sbcglobal.net or visit www.blanchatmfg.com/
pumpandroll. 

Greg Blanchat


